
 
 

J/70 International Class World Council Meeting Minutes 

Date: 6/17/2026                                      Start: 3:05 p.m. EDT                    Adjourn: 4:10 p.m. EDT 

Present: 

Chris & Julie Howell X 

Jeff Johnstone, J/Boats  

Martin Dent, President X 

Rod Warren, Vice President X 

Luis Albert, Secretary X 

Rudiger Margale, Treasurer X 

Mark Foster, Technical Chair  

Pedro Garra, Past President  

ARG Francisco Van Avermaete X 

ARM Artashes Dadayan X 

AUS Rod Warren X 

AUT Christian Kimmeswenger X 

BER Laura Cutler  

BRA Bruno Bethlem X 

CAN Graeme Carr  

CHI Alberto Pulido 

DEN Lukas Mohr X 

ESP Marcelo Baltzer Foucher X 

EST Tonu Toniste 

FIN Staffan Lindberg X 

FRA Philippe Bonavita  

GBR Hector Simpson X 

GER Christian Rau  

HUN Miklós Rauschenberger 

IRL William Twomey  

ITA Federico Siragna X 

MEX Alejandro Pérez 

MON Olivier Campana 

NED John den Engelsman 

NOR Petter Hessen 

POL Tomasz Feret  

POR Vasco Serpa  

SUI Urs Oldani X 

SWE Jan Björnsjö  

TUR Emir İçgören X 

URU Ramiro Martinez X 

USA John Heaton X 

Agenda: 

1. President's Welcome 

2. 2028 European Championship / 

Future Events 

3. Fleet Growth Roundtable 
4. Other Business 

Dropbox files for this meeting: J70 Midyear meeting - Dropbox 

1. President’s Welcome – Thank you everyone for attending! Martin looks forward to sharing 

ideas today, in addition to event discussion. The Class is growing in many countries, stable in 

others, and slowing in some. How can we grow the Class and how can the International Class 

further help NCAs? It will be good to hear how boats are bought and sold around the world. 

 

Martin provided some updates on Executive Committee activity: 

--Just after the 2025 AGM, there was a dilemma from the Worlds where a Group 3 crew 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/rdpgm5zqjqlri3lhhvswu/AFz-Fg8Uhl8AWZIyfocMmME?rlkey=du8iwffd7mrgdo1b187ysd99y&st=bkgbjr4s&e=1&dl=0


member took the helm at times during racing.  This led to strengthening of Event Rules and the 

EC has published a notice regarding enforcement of CR 3.2 (Group 3 helm eligibility). 

--Implementation of the 2026 Worlds qualification system. Great effort from all NCAs! 

--There was an e-mail from seven NCA representatives, requesting a term limit/review period 

of the Executive Director position. After EC consideration, they decided they will proceed with 

an open tender for the position. Martin stated the process is not a personal criticism of the 

current ED, but a function of good governance as the Class has grown and shifted over the 

years. Chris has been constructive, suggesting an alternative shared restructuring to divide the 

current role between a new ED while maintaining the Class Office with the Howells. This may 

be an outcome but will depend on proposals, candidates. More information on the details of the 

tender will come. 

--The Corinthian Worlds was completed just a few weeks ago…congratulations to Phillippe 

and the French Class! They worked tirelessly to collaborate with the city and put on an amazing 

event. Great to see so much interest in this format—perhaps the most vital, as the heart of the 

Class! There are always rumors about the integrity of the World Sailing Group 1 

categorizations. Rod has been in recent discussions with Glen Stanaway, chair of the World 

Sailing categorization committee. There is a new initiative in an abbreviated WS process to 

challenge/clarify Group 1 categorization based on evidence via an anonymous form. Rod will 

share the QR code for this. Having crew lists posted several weeks in advance is a vital 

component. It may be advisable to have a WS categorization committee member onsite at the 

CWC. Marcelo has attended all three Corinthian Worlds. The host club should implement a 

process, and he recommended physical presentation of the teams with IDs. This was done the 

first year, but not the next two. The next CWC will be in Vigo, and he would like to replicate 

the ID team check, and re-institute the WS representative interviews. There should be more 

checking, not less.  

2. 2028 European Championship / Future Events – Chris noted that we do not have a quorum 

of the World Council present.  

 

Thank you to NCAs that submitted updated proposals: Great Britain, Portugal, Switzerland, 

Turkey. Marcelo commended the structured form with consistent data.  

 

Martin thinks Turkey would be a great location but was concerned about harbor construction. 

Emir clarified that construction is underway through early 2029, but this is a huge area with 

many moorings, and the messiest part of the work will be completed in 2027. A main section is 

already completed. Martin asked that the harbor manager provide their confirmation in writing. 

Emir explained that there will be subsidized or free ferry RORO transport (similar to what has 

been done for past Championships) from Italy and France, with expected sponsor DPFS. Boats 

arrive at a location only about 1 hour from the club.  

 

Martin questioned the wind data from Switzerland, which stated 20 out of 30 days of the month 

with average wind of 5-8 knots. Although 5 knots is Class minimum for a race, this is not as 

desirable, especially in larger fleets. Urs agreed that it is a lighter air venue, but the lake is very 

flat, and the conditions are good to sail. They race a lot! 

 

Regarding the UK submission, Martin noted a lack of submitted weather data. Hector remarked 

that many sailors have raced there in anything from 5-25 knots. The Royal Yacht Squadron 



does prefer a Mixed Plus or Corinthian Worlds.  

 

Martin thanked all for their information, and we will conduct an e-mail vote after receipt of the 

follow-up information requested.  

3. Fleet Growth Roundtable – Federico thanked Martin and the EC for their efforts, and he 

believes that review of management could be a benefit, perhaps with commercial boost. He 

thinks that the absence of an Italian J/70 dealer for 6-7 years has been a major problem; it’s too 

much for the NCA to make up for what the dealer should be doing. The Italian Class has 

previously asked for assistance as now their membership is declining, and Federico hopes the 

EC can intervene. Marcelo agreed that there is no dealer support for the Class in Spain. When 

he bought his boat, it was on the internet and sales were by word of mouth. This can send 

people to other Classes. Recently, the J/80 was chosen as the boat for the Valencia Club. He 

thinks J/70s should be at Valencia Boat Show as an example to encourage new involvement. 

Hector wondered what can really be done with the dealer element. Emir concurred that Turkey 

has had the same dealer problems (process an internet order, but no sales or follow-up), so he 

started operating as a dealer, buying boats directly from J/Composites. He now keeps two boats 

set aside for newcomers. Each September, they hold an Invitational and organize short races 

with 40 teams in two days. Stock problems seem to be continuing with J/Composites, causing 

long delays, so they keep a stock boat to be able to provide replacement items. If there should 

be a major Championship in Turkey, it will attract new activity. In Germany, the NCA 

participates in boat shows, and work in tandem with the sailing league. Rudiger noted that 10 

new boats are coming for the league.  

4. Other Business – Martin thanked everyone for their time today! 

Action Items:  

--The World Council will vote on the 2028 European Championship host. 

Next Meeting: TBA 

 


